To:
Rotary District 5970 Club Presidents

RE:
RYLA (Rotary Youth Leadership Awards)

Dear Rotary Club President,
If Roger Kueter, our District Governor, has visited your club, you know that he has encouraged clubs to support Rotary youth programs, RYLA being one.  To that end the district has reserved the YMCA Camp Abe Lincoln in Blue Grass, Iowa for the 2011, 5-day RYLA Conference, Sunday, July 17 through Friday, July 22, 2011.  

To finalize our reservations with YMCA Camp Abe Lincoln for the number of conferees, we need to know how many conferees your club is willing to sponsor.  We need to know your commitment by the December 20.  Our contract date with the camp to finalize the numbers is December 31.  The cost to sponsor a conferee is $400.

For more information about RYLA, please visit the About RYLA page on the District’s website, www.district5970.org/RYLA.  Since this is the first year for our RYLA in a 5-day format, I can tell you that the program will be modeled after the successful Rocky Mountain RYLA 5-day conference, which, when held in 2011, will be its 25th year.  It involves speakers and activities designed to build teams and teach leadership skills. 
Each conferee is assigned to a team. A junior counselor and a senior counselor (a Rotarian) are assigned to each team.  The conference director will be David Wertz, a Rotarian, who by profession is a Boy Scout District Executive. 

Those of us on the District RYLA committee would welcome the opportunity to speak at your regular club meeting, either as a program or a 5-minute spot.  Please let me know if you would like us to visit.
I also request that your club select one or more RYLA Representatives.  Click here for the duties of the RYLA Representative.
If you have members that would like to participate on the District RYLA Committee, please me know.
In summary,

· By December 20 please commit to the number of conferees your club will sponsor.

· Select a RYLA Representative from your club.

· Let us know if you would like us to visit your club and present a program or 5-10 minute spot on the District’s RYLA plans. 
· Let us know if you have members who would like to be on the District RYLA Committee.
Sincerely,

Dave Kutter

District 5970 RYLA Chair
dakutter@imonmail.com 
